We reviewed 275 In the 20-year period there was a fall of over 50%, mainly involving cases of long-bone infection, and those due to Staphylococcus aureus.
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There was a reduced incidence of complications. (Fig. 4) . The proportion of patients infected with Staphylococcus aureus has fallen from 54% to 31% (Fig.   5 ).
The proportion of children with subacute infection has increased from 12% to 42% during this period (p < 0.001) (Fig. 6 ). Despite this, the mean duration of symptoms before admission has not changed.
DISCUSSION
The patients' details, the organisms and the common sites of infection in our study are similar to those in previous reports ( 
